CHAPTER XIX

TEMPORAL PUNISHMENT AND
FAMILY CONSOLATIONS

Alexandrine at Versailles. Acts in plays. Pompadour's match-making
rebuffed. ' Grand-pere s* visits to the convent. Alexandrine dies sud-
denly. Pompadour's grief. Monsieur Poisson dies. Letter-writing of
the day. Monsieur Poisson in later life. Pompadour consoled by
friendship -with brother. Her letters to Abel. Her maternal advice and
philosophical reflections. Pompadour's brother journeys to Italy.
Visits the Pope. Blood-riots in Paris. Abel sensitive about his birth.
His unhappy marriage.

fl sought no more that after which I strayed

In face of man or maid;
But still within the little children's eyes

Seems something, something that replies;
They at least are for me, surely for me!

I turned me to them very wistfully;
But, just as their young eyes grew sudden fair

With dawning answers there.
Their angel plucked them from me by the hair.9

(The Hound of Heaven. FRANCIS THOMPSON.)

Alexandrine had been six months old in February 1745
ZA when Pompadour had first spoken to Louis at the
JL Vmasked ball at Versailles. One hears nothing of this
forlorn child until the early spring of 1750, when at the age of
five and a half years she was brought to Versailles. Very
probably the way her father sought consolation with actresses
like Mademoiselle Rem did not create a proper atmosphere
for her upbringing: her mother thought Versailles was more